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Welcome to
Carey Baptist College

Gifted and Talented Entrance Program 
Information Night



Mr Brenden Gifford | Secondary Principal, Harrisdale

● Carey Baptist College - who are we?
● Why are we offering GATE?
● A Values Driven College
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Who are we?

We believe that all people are made in God’s image, having equal value and 
the right to be treated with dignity and respect. This is reflected in our 
College values of: Kindness, Courage, Respect, Humility and Integrity.

Our Motto is ‘Attempt the Extraordinary’.
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Why are we offering GATE?

• We have outstanding teachers and teaching facilities.

• Innovative teaching  programs help us create opportunities.

– For a Carey program to qualify for ‘GATE’ status the program must extend 
qualifying students significantly beyond the classroom by providing 
partnership access to both the tertiary sector and industry. 

– All students at the College will benefit from these programs through 
increased College cooperation with industry and tertiary sectors and the 
addition and retention of outstanding learners.
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A Values Driven College

Carey remains deeply committed to providing access to exceptional educational 
opportunities to all of our students. This includes the provision of opportunities for 
exceptionally gifted and talented students who are committed to contributing to 
the academic life of the College through the dedicated application of their talents.

  

At Carey, we believe that all of our students benefit through the balanced inclusion 

of students who are at all levels of academic ability and achievement and that what 
matters most is the development of perseverance, character and hope.
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Mr Rob Stirling | Assistant Principal – Curriculum

● GATE Program Aims and Features
● Application Details
● Academic Selection Test (HAST)
● Scholarships
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Gifted and Talented Program Aims

The GATE program at Carey aims to provide Year 7 Gifted and Talented students 
with rigorous, relevant and challenging learning opportunities aligned with their 
individual learning needs, strengths, interests and goals.

Carey’s selective GATE Program aims to provide an engaging and stimulating 

learning environment to students with exceptional academic capacity. The teachers 
work with students to foster advanced analytical, critical and creative thinking skills. 
Students within the program follow a curriculum that is differentiated to best 
support individual learning needs and accelerate learning by extending their skills 
with advanced and in-depth study. 
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Gifted and Talented Program Features

Features of the GATE Program include: 

• specialist teachers with smaller similar ability classes;
• extension programs in conjunction with Murdoch University, Curtin University 

and Industry;
• a focus on STEM or Music;
• excursions, competitions and engaging academic activities;
• team building, leadership and problem solving opportunities. 
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Carey Baptist College Gifted and Talented Program | STEM

Gifted and Talented Selective
Year 7 Programs | 2020
Two different pathways:

1.  STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths
2.  Music
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The STEM program focuses 

on project/problem solving 

inquiry based learning, 

integrating Science, 

Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics. The integration 

of STEM disciplines in real 

world design problems is a 

way of engaging students in 

imaginative and collaborative 

problem solving and 

reasoning. 

Students will be 
encouraged to learn 
through creation, 
performance and 
reflection. They will study 
all genres of music, 
including Contemporary 
Popular Music, Western 
Art/Classical, Jazz and 
Musical Theatre.

 

All students will be also 
be able to choose a 
STEM elective as one of 
their Technologies 
electives in Year 7

STEM MUSIC STEM ELECTIVE          
TECHNOLOGIES  
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Key Dates and Application Guidelines

Monday 29 
April to 
Monday 
24 June

GATE
Pathway
Information

Information
Session

Applications
Close

Invitation to
attend test
(by email)

Academic 
Test Date
(STEM and 
Music)

Audition
Date (Music)

Wednesday 
19 June

 Monday 
24 June
5:00pm

Friday 
28 June

Saturday 
27 July
9:00am 

Saturday 
3 August

Week of 
Monday 12 
August

Places 
Offered 
(First round)

Application Forms 
Available from curriculum@carey.wa.edu.au or from Building J at the Harrisdale Campus, 
or they can be completed online at carey.wa.edu.au/gatemusic or 
carey.wa.edu.au/gatestem
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Application Details
1. Applications may be made for both the STEM and Music GATE programs 

and scholarships, but students can only be awarded on of these.

2. Up-to-date and accurate information must be included in the application 
(by parents/guardians).

3. Invitations to sit the HAST Selection Test will be made from the 
applications (which includes reports/NAPLAN results and other 
information supplied). 

4. Applicants for all programs are required to sit the HAST. Students who 
have sat the ASET (Dept of Education test) should include their results 
with their Carey applications.



Carey Baptist College Gifted and Talented Program | Music and STEM, Secondary for 2020 Wednesday 19  June 2019

Application Details
 5.    All applications will be acknowledged.

 6.    Auditions for Music Applicants will take place on the Saturday following 
the academic test. Applicants will be contacted with the times for their 
audition.

 7.    Positions in the GATE program and scholarships will be allocated on the 
basis of the results in the Selection Test and Application Information 
supplied; and audition and interview (for Music applicants).

So, what is the test … ???



Higher Ability Selection Test (ACER)
HAST is an ability test used by secondary schools to identify academically 
gifted students for participation in accelerated learning and enhancement 
programs.

The HAST program delivers rigorous tests in reading comprehension, 
mathematical reasoning, abstract reasoning and written expression at all 
levels of secondary school.

HAST is designed to measure innate ability and academic potential unlike 
curriculum-based tests. The test material is presented in a wide range of 
contexts and includes some items that are highly verbal, some that require 
the ability to perceive concepts at an abstract level, others that require the 
ability to synthesise, extrapolate or make inferences and some that apply 
logical and strategic thinking to solving a problem.
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Selective Entrance Test
9.00am Saturday 27 July

The Higher Ability Selection Test is produced by the Australian Council for 
Educational Research.

It has four parts:

Part 1 Reading Comprehension 45 minutes

Part 2 Mathematical Reasoning 40 minutes

Part 3 Abstract Reasoning 30 minutes

Part 4 Written Expression 25 minutes

There will be a 10 minute break between Parts 2 and 3.
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Part 1 Reading Comprehension

This part measures how well students understand and interpret  
range of texts, the topics of which are drawn from various 
subject areas, and may include diagrams, tables, charts or maps.

No special knowledge in the subject areas is required.

All the information needed to answer the questions is printed 
on the paper.

There will be approximately 40 multiple choice questions in this 
part in 45 minutes.

No Dictionary or Thesaurus is permitted.
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Part 1 Reading Comprehension

This animal, being a stranger, appears to merit a particular 
description. The Wom-bat (or, as it is called by the natives of 
Port Jackson, the Womback) is a squat, thick, short-legged, and 
rather inactive quadruped, with great appearance of stumpy 
strength. Its figure and movements, if they do not exactly 
resemble those of a bear, at least strongly remind one of that 
animal. Its length, from the tip of its tail to the tip of its nose, is 
thirty-one inches. Its weight, by hand, is somewhat between 
twenty-five and thirty pounds … The neck is thick and short, and 
greatly restrains the motion of the head, which according to a 
common expression, looks like as if it were stuck upon the 
shoulders …
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Part 1 Reading Comprehension

The animal has not any claim to swiftness of foot, as most men 
could run it down. Its pace is hobbling, or shuffling, something 
like the awkward gait of a bear. In disposition it is mild and 
gentle; but it bites hard, and is furious when provoked. Mr Bass 
chased one, and with his hands under the belly suddenly lifted 
him off the ground and laid him upon his back, along his arm, like 
a child. It made no noise, nor any effort to escape, not even a 
struggle. Its countenance was placid, and it seemed as 
contented as if it had been nursed by Mr Bass from its infancy.
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Part 1 Reading Comprehension
Questions 1-3 refer to this passage.

1. The wombat described in this passage is
A. Heavy and lame.
B. Ill-tempered and swift.
C. Shy but alert.
D. Slow but strong.

  2.   The fact that the writer likens the wombat to a bear probably 
suggests that he

A. Expected his readers to be familiar with a bear’s appearance.
B. Thought the wombat belonged to the bear family.
C. Wanted his readers to know that the wombat was a large, 

vicious animal.
D. Believed the wombat’s habits to be the same as a bear’s.

#
#
#


Part 1 Reading Comprehension

  3.     This passage can be described best as

A. A witty discussion.
B. An informative account.
C. A carefully planned argument.
D. A dramatic narrative.

ANSWERS

1. D
2. A
3. B
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Part 2 Mathematical Reasoning

This part attempts to measure Mathematical ability. The material 
used for questions in this part is selected from a wide variety of 
sources and may differ from the standard curriculum materials.

There will be approximately 30 multiple choice questions in this 
part in 40 minutes.
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Part 2 Mathematical Reasoning
Questions 1-2 refer to the following information.

Here are some capital letters of the alphabet:
F G L O P S W

Some of the letters contain only curved lines.
Some of the letters contain only straight lines.
Some of the letters contain both curved and straight lines.

 1.     Which of the letters above contains(s) both curved and straight lines?

A. Only P.
B. G and P only.
C. F, G and P only.
D. G, O, P and S only.
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Part 2 Mathematical Reasoning
1.

2. Which of the letters contain only straight lines or only curved lines, 
but not both straight and curved lines?
A. Only L and O.
B. F, L and O only.
C. F, L, O, S and W only.
D. F, G, L, O, P and S only.

3. The first diagram shows a number square completed according to a 
certain rule. The partly completed number square is constructed 
according to the same rule.

The * represents
A. 480.
B. 240.
C. 220.
D. 192.
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Part 2 Mathematical Reasoning
1.
2.
3.

4. Matt walks 30 metres East, then 70 metres South, then 50 metres 
West, then 50 metres North. He could return to his starting point by 
walking
A. 50 metres East, then 20 metres North.
B. 20 metres East.
C. 20 metres East, then 50 metres North.
D. 20 metres East, then 20 metres North.

             ANSWERS
1. B
2. C
3. A
4. D

There is a 15 minutes break between Parts 2 and 3 where students can 
have morning tea. They will need to bring their snack / drink with them.
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Part 3 Abstract Reasoning
1.
2.
3.

This is a non-verbal part that measures abstract reasoning skills, 
including the capacity to make sense of complex situations, to 
draw meaning out of events, to perceive and think clearly.

This part will ask students to identify and complete various 
picture sequences and patterns.

There will be approximately 30 multiple choice questions in this 
part in 30 minutes.
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Part 3 Abstract Reasoning
1.
2.
3.

In the following item, there are four shapes forming a 
sequence going from left to right. You need to choose from 
the alternatives (A, B, C or D), the one which most logically 
and simply comes next in the sequence.
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Part 3 Abstract Reasoning
1.
2.
3.

Answers

In the sequence above, the dot rotates anticlockwise, and the 
cross alternates between the two positions. So D is the 
answer. Alternatively, the whole pattern can be seen rotated 
45º anticlockwise, again giving D.
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Part 4 Written Expression
1.
2.

This part is concerned with student’s ability to express 
their thoughts in writing. The stimulus that students are 
given must be the basis of their writing. 

In assessing this part, markers consider the following 
issues:
1. Thought and Content
2. Structure and Organization
3. Expression, Style and Mechanics
4. This part is allocated 25 minutes.
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Audition (Music Applicants)
Saturday, 3 August

Candidates will be emailed with the times for their auditions 
which will take place in the Carey auditorium. 

Entry is through the Timber Cafe.

Candidates should arrive 30 minutes prior to their audition and 
be prepared at the designated time.

For candidates shortlisted, each audition should take about 20 
minutes. 

Questions on the MUSIC auditions can be directed to Mr B. 
Thompson (Head of Music).
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Part 4 Written Expression
1.
2.

Example

No two people are the same.

Do you agree?

What makes you different from everybody else?
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Scholarship Details
1.

Scholarships will be awarded to the successful candidates 
in a first round of offers. These are to the value of 75% 
deduction of academic tuition fees. Successful candidates 
will be invited for an interview with the Principal in the 
week commencing Monday 12 August. 

Acceptance of the scholarship and place in the GATE 
program needs to take place within 7 days of the offer 
being made, and after the return of the signed acceptance 
letter and enrolment fee.
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Scholarship Details
1.

If there are vacancies in the scholarship program, a second 
round will occur, with scholarships awarded to the value of 
50% deduction of academic tuition fees. If vacancies 
remain, a third round of scholarships will be offered at 
25% deduction of academic tuition fees.

The continuation of the scholarship depends on the 
student’s positive conduct and academic progress.
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Terms and
Conditions

See Terms and

Conditions Sheet* 

for full list

1. To be eligible, the student applicant must be a citizen or 

permanent resident of Australia, and they must be enrolled 

as a full time student.

2. The GATE scholarships are based on merit, and the College 

reserves the right not to offer a Scholarship if the standard of 

the candidate does not warrant it doing so. 

3. The College will not enter into a dispute regarding the 

awarding of the GATE Scholarships. 

4. Parents and students are informed that it is a condition of a 

GATE Scholarship being awarded that the amount of the 

Scholarship remains confidential between the family and the 

College.

#
#
#
#


Terms and
Conditions

See Terms and

Conditions Sheet* 

for full list

5. Recipients of GATE Scholarships are expected to maintain high 

academic progress, to take an active part in the various 

co-curricular activities offered, support the ethos and aims of the 

College and be a positive influence within the College community. 

6. GATE Scholarships are for the duration of the student’s 

Secondary education. 

7. Scholarships are reviewed annually and may be reduced or 

terminated if a recipient’s progress, attitude, attendance, conduct 

is considered unsatisfactory or ‘Good Standing’ is lost. 

8. Scholarships may also be reviewed should a family’s compliance 

with the payment of College fees be considered unsatisfactory. 

#
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Mr Bruce Thompson | Secondary Head of Music

● Music Audition
● Music Expectations
● GATE Music Program
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0JKCYZ8hng


Audition (Music Applicants)
Saturday, 3 August

1.

Each candidate is required to present:

1. Two contrasting pieces of the candidates own choice

2. Sight-reading

3. Aural test

4. Interview with the audition panel

Shortlisted applicants are welcome to provide their own 
accompanist at their expense.
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GATE Music Expectations
1.

Students will be expected to:

Receive weekly individual lessons (Carey or external tutors)

Maintain a high level of achievement in their chosen field of 
music study.

Take classroom Music Specialist elective at least until the end of 
Year 10.

Be a member of instrumental / vocal ensembles.

Be fully supportive of, and contribute to, the musical life of the 
College.

Scholarship recipients will be reviewed annually.
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What GATE Music Offers

2 sessions of Music per week in Year 7 and Year 8
(1 practical, 1 theory / aural skills).

Co-curricular ensembles.

Performance opportunities.

Close links to WAAPA and James Morrison Academy.
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● Wind Orchestra
● Choir
● Big Band
● Vocal Ensemble
● Intermediate Big Band
● Contemporary Ensemble 

Small Jazz Combo(s)
● Musical Pit Orchestra
● Flute Choir
● Praise and Worship 

Ensemble
● Brass Ensemble

What GATE Music Offers

● Percussion Ensemble
● Excellent facilities – Yamaha 

C6 Grand piano and Yamaha 
sound equipment. 

● Practice rooms, small ensemble 
rooms.  

● Music technology – Mac lab, 
Mini recording studio

● Nationally renowned music 
tutors. 

● Music Camp / Ensemble 
Concert / Anzac Day march / 
Recital nights / Music Tours 
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Mr Kathleen Lacey | Secondary Dean of Curriculum

● GATE STEM Program
● Project based learning
● GATE STEM Partnerships
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GATE STEM Program
1.

STEM capability is the key to navigating the employment 
landscape changed by globalization and digital disruption.

STEM builds critical and creative thinking and problem 
solving, supported by skills of collaboration, teamwork and 
literacy in mathematics, science and technology.
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GATE STEM Program
1.

STEM uses Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths to 
address real world problems.

In STEM students draw on prior knowledge and learn new 
principles to collaboratively produce solutions.
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GATE STEM Program
1.

How will our program at Carey develop this?

The STEM program is project based.

● Working in groups 
● Solving problems
● Teaching limited to information that students need to 

make decisions related to the project
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GATE STEM Program
Course will include a selection from the following:

● Coding 
○ Hardware: Kodeclicks, Ardweno, Drones, other robots
○ Software: Block coding, Matlab, Javascript

● Construction
○ Electric solar vehicles, extreme weather proof housing, 

submarines, bridges, galactic and space challenging 
vege gardens

● Competition
○ Tournament of the Minds, Big Science Challenge, 

Olympiads, CREST,  Science and Engineering challenge
● Investigation

○ Students investigate a range of challenges
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GATE STEM Partnerships
Who else is involved?

● Universities  
○ Curtin University
○ Murdoch University

● Research 
○ CSIRO

● Industry 
○ OLP Robotics

Questions on the STEM program can be directed to Mrs K. Lacey 
(Dean of Curriculum) or Mr P. van Dam (Head of Science).
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OLP Robotics 
is dedicated to supporting 

Australian and New 
Zealand Companies 

improve their Safety, 
Quality and Productivity 

through affordable 
process automation
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Health and Safety
Productivity

Quality

Cost Saving

• Manual handling injuries
• Hazardous environments
• Repetitive strain injuries

• Reduced training costs
• Reduced material 

wastage

• Perfect repeatability and 
accuracy

• Reduced rework and cost of 
quality

Applications
• Welding
• Metal Spray
• Materials Handling
• Brazing
• Plasma/laser cutting
• Polishing

• Reduced down time
• Reduced post-processing
• Faster process speed
• Scalable
• Versatile

Robotics
In Industry

#
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The Future
of Industry

Electronics

Robotics

Programming

Computer-Aided 
Design
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Thank you
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